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WIC Lad Bverxars,; EU 


nl 


lg. Sheriff ofthe County of Hertfard 
RT 7 N 8 | 
Sir honor Clarke, Ke For oreman, 
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350 epb Sabine, 
Francis E 
William P Plummer, 


8. 8 
2 (= 
George Coo A; 
Lewis Newnham, 


Gentlemen of the Grand Inqueſt. 


My Lord, and Gent eiten, 
S Jam perfunded t bat nothing but a 
A firm Adherence to our preſent Happy 


PR” wendy could determine you to deſire, 
that the following Diſcourſc e might live be- 


fi yond the Time of its Delivery, when co- 


* — 8 8 „ 


ming from one who had not the Honour to be 
known 


DEDICATION, 


2 to any among ſt you, but that Gentle- 
man, whoſe early Virtues, both Private and 
Publick, made me bappy in a. well grounded 
Friendſhip, „ and gave me this Opportunity 
of rg before you; 

So, after a Requeſt had been made in 
the\ er obliging 8 in which this 
came from you, 1 thought the leaft Return 


Toought'th make to it, was, to give it the 
Force and Power of Command over me; 
that whilſt I was ( with a particular Re- 


gam ty the P. AC E 1 Was. in). recom- 


mending a mo oft chearful Obedience to the 


Be! of "ings, 1 "Weis t at (the ſame Tine 
| ; 2 e lin of\my Reſpecl ta 
MATT — ele, 
1 n emen, By ; 


Sl = our moſt Obliged, 
_ Obedient, 


+ "2 888 155 Humble Servant, 
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What Nation is there ſo Great, 10 70 God 72 
"nigh unte them, as the Lox aur God j is.in a! 
"Thing! &þ sS tal ape call on him for, ? TP 3 
And what 45 is the re. ſo Great, that Bath 
Statutel and Fudgments ſo Rightzoti, 4 alt 
this Law which.1 ſet before you this Day 
095 take heed to thy ſelf, and keep thy Soul di- 
ent hy, * thou forget the Things which 
.. thine Eyes bave-ſeen, 712 leſt the depart from 
© thy Heart all the. Days of thy Tafh ut reach 
rhem * Sons, and thy Sons Sons. a 


E N. God, by his diſtinguiſhing 


2 


1 
25 


liar People, that was to be more 
F under his own Care 
and Government; and had given 
them à Body of ſuch Laws as were 
Fr way ſuited to dire& them to thoſe Temporal 
#7 hai, * Privileges which were the Terms of 
tat done! Covenant he had eftablifh'd” with 
them: We find him frequently applying himſelf 
to them with all the Variety of Argument, that 
he might engage them to a ſtri& Obſervance of 
thoſe Laws he Fad taught them; and to Diſcharge 
the Conditions u n which he had ſuſpended all 
thi Fü he . r 
n 
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Providence, bad ſet apart a pecu- 
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And that they who were not Born, when 


they were firſt 1 not ſufigerits 
ly regarded, and 19. be 
thoroughly inſtructed in them; he makes a So- 
lemn Repetition of them by 3 — in the 
9 2 0 . Wo Words: before us are ta · 
gel Yer C Obli pation 8 —— 
the 5 9 vegllene 10 Ne the L 


d by. recounting thoſe Aeg 

Mats A they. hal re 9 the 

* thor of them. 

For what Nation is 746 7 255 who bath 
God. 0 nigh wnto them, 1d our God i is 
in,00 Things we call ypon bim 106 

And, what ation „ ee that hk 
ratutes and gent: e Neher, K. as 


Law, which 7 et beft 5 you this Day? 
by e 1 2 HM to 


5 e ex 


5 


Gayernment. of his 


God ogy 175 order 
4 and the decent mr 8 his 
W EE 


boy e, NET 5 F a for - 
8 the t Tr Are, their Civ 


Rights, and the prudent and peaccable Mazage- 
went of their en e t hs 
8 Won 11 HG contain dhe gz 


— 


Ar 5 Gelee 5 5 


upon 


By 
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upon the Conſideration of the Excellence of dat 
Conſtitution God had plac'd them under, up- 
on the Suitableneſs of thoſe Laws he had 
given tem to promote their Political Happineſs, 
and the —— Deliverances he had rought in 
their Favour, ſince the firſt Publication of them. 

Which EThortation, how donfin'd ſoever it 

may ſerm to have been to the Fews,. whilſt they 
alone had a Eνmö neveaP'd tothe) by Gad himſelf, 
and erb hib peculiar- People: Let inde our Sa · 
viour is cbm to the World, and hy reaching 
the Goſpel to all Nation, Has rade all Who have 
embrac'd it, as much his Care and Treaſiere, as 
the Jews once were; and fince the Principle 
upon which:this Motive ſtands, does carty an 
Eterſial Reaſon amd Equity with it ; its Obliga- 
tion will be of equdb/Force, where the Cicum- 
ſtancts are alike, and may be  reaforiably ap- 

ply'd to all other Governments, as well as it was 
to that f Hrael. Nn laa boo eil o 

b thall-iliteefore conflder the Words beſurd us 
Abſtracdedly from the Oecaſion their firſt Deli - 
very may ſeem to confine them̃ to 3 ani Muſtrate 
them as — Ar a deſerib d in chis Obſerva- 
tion, which: particularly apply to our own 
Caſeiin the following.Diſcouldens!! \-4in 52 

Thur benſbever God bork-bl ified any Nation, 
by eſtabliſh in it a Bafipy Fe; orgs 
Church and State ;, and hatboum u them to he his 


peculiar People, aller by remarkable Deltverantec, 
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fig 50 placing a moſt Wiſe, Juſt, abe. 

neficent Prince over wal there ariſeth a pro 

tionable Obligation u cr the Members of that Na- 
ll they 


tion tu W e a can; in their reſnective 
Capacitiesth The rand "Maintenance of "it. 

They are not only obliged to:keep/cheit own: 
Soul diligently, leſt ey 3 the Thing which 
their Eyes habe * and left depart. from 
their Heut allt 3 off ther 2 rages they 
are to endesvour to- Bleſſings to 


their lateſt Poſterity: "A bj a dutifal-SubiC. 
| ſion to thoſe whom God hath entruſted with the 
Adminiſtration'of them, to Entail them AT 
| on their Sons, but thein:Sops Sn u of; 
i = king to-that/exceltent Form of Govern 

| f evf this Nation are bleſſed with; and Ache 
| wonderful Providences by which God-his'incall 
| 


| dit from the various Attempts of our 
0 Enemies to ſubvert it, we muſt with all Thank- 
flulneſs to his Goodneſs acknowledge dur aſelves 
| anable * arſe thehap PPE 3 
it our preſantoRftablifoment;,or 
| | ors Snozeffeswhich — been ſo fre- 
quently vouchfafed to our Church and Nation. 
And therefore I hall: chin it ſufficient to make 
ſuch e Remarks Upon :thead,© as re imbſt 
— co perſuãde us to be tions in the 
Sappott of the Publickitereſt of our Nation; 
and t dembnſtrate the irexcuſable Guilt of all 
choſe wyhO can entertain eve the moſt diſlant 


| 8 i Aberting une Hiſturders of our pro- 
” hb teweakenthoſenatura} 
IA cU 3 Obliga- 


Ld — u 
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Obligations which lie upon Subjects, who are ſo 
happy. to be in ſuch a Caſe as we are; and ſo 
bleſſed, as to have the Lord for their God. 

I. And, Firſt, Let us conſider. the Excellen- 
cy of that Church, which. is eſtabliſh'd amongſt 
us, and the Chriſtian Methods it makes uſe of to 
enlarge its Communion, and to propagate the 
Doctrines that are receiv d in it. | 

As Religion is our greateſt and moſt i important 
Intereſt,” as being intended by God to be the 
Method wherein we are to be directed to everlaſt- 
ing Life; ſo is it an Inſtance of the greateſt Ha 
— his Providence can bleſs us with, to = 

n in a Nation, where the true and undefiled 
Religion is profeſs d. This is a Privilege that 
derives upon us an Obligation proportionable to 
the Benefit we enjoy; and engages us to a ſtrict 
Obedience to thoſe, whom God hall think fit to 
ſet over us, for the Protection and Defence of 
that Fanh, which leads us ſo 2 to Life and 
Now aw we. of 85 Nation are * 1 theſe 
bappy Circumſtances will ealily appear, if we will 
but take a ſhort View of that which we adhere 
to, as the Standard of our Faith, and the Model 


3 1 our Lives and. Converſations are to 
' 

„And, Firſt, That w. we might build upon a {ure 
and unerring F oundation, we derive all- the Au- 


e rticle propos d to our Belief can 

haye, frown tl 528500 Declaration of Scripture: 
receivethe hs of his wil, as the ſole 

Vat | | 5 Rule 


ius 


6: 

— — 
Rule and Medfore of ig i Fat bei be, T:ife; who 

alone is able td reward our Obedience to i it in 

the next, Meer \\ N \\ % \F \ Ka) nd 01 LN \.+ ov 


We hate | 165 dun Byrdunp over 
the Souls of ' ePretence” 
to 2 ae ys 8" 10 endetvdur to 
obtrude fach Doctrines * them, "as — 
to enſlave their Lyn mp4 Mitt we 
0 "Ws 4 at our de — * 110 ef non _ 

N bed Tn Lace 4 Well. taſti 
_ that or Subifon to n is no farther 
ble inthe Sight of God; than as it is a7. 
TD and therefore eantidt © but lock 
itas {gp nity ty to the Souls 
ee to bock up the'Scriptures and the Ber- 
vice of God fromt fem in an unknown Fongue: 
And as fir as it us Res tb forbid them to come to 
theKnowledpe + ebeTruth, ef they ſhould beſav'd, 
- Welaveno 4 of e to 
Hfeoitvrhe Reafori impoſe Ir upon tlie Senſes, and 
An to betray into — 29 bf of our Conmriuni- 
Nor do allow out ſe by adthiniſiring/itin 
Kind only, facrilegiouſly to deprive the'Peo- 
ple ot of one eſſential Part of the Sacrument: 
We dread the Thoughts of Aﬀtiining fach an 
abſolinte; ſuch att untonditiiibl! Auchdt t ig re. 
mitting or retaining the Sins of others, a5'6an' he 
ded only upon aninfallible Knowledge of the 
Will of God, a9 to their particulat Caſe; nor chat- 
ne fuck a Ri ror Pipe, che Furor ; 
of God, as hi ard to the Terths 
which our Lorchimfelf jth ſuſpended our fin 
Acquittal or Condemnation. 3 Theſe 
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: Theſe and ſuch like Practices are peculiar to 
that Church, ho have debas'd- and proftituted 
Chriſtianity to ſecular Ends; and have fo modell'd 
the Doctrines of the Goſpel, as if they had no 
Relation to our future Condition: But were ra- 
ther intended to make us Great and Conſiderable 
in this World, than happy in the next. 

And it is farther obſervable, that as that Church 
8028 not ſallitit but commꝗnd Aſſent; ſo is ſhe 
obliged to ſupport her Authority by ſuitable Me- 
thods; and to propagate by Force, what ſhe has 
eſtabliſh 'din en to Reaſon. 

But certainly, this Method is as contrary-to 
we Tem per and Genius of the Goſpel, as the 
Dodtuines 1 themſelves: are / which it intended. 
to advance. dul bits anon 1111 

For how juſtifiable wer iris; for hols oo 
think theniſclvesin Poſſeſſion of Truth, to endea- 
your the Conviction of others 3 and chat their 

ſnould be attended with a Zeal p 

panionabll to the Weight of thofe'T ruchs' 
und conſequently! where Religion is the 
Subjea of our — we ſhould uſe af the 
rational Motives that are Iikely to gain upon tlie 
Aſſant : Ver certainly ec fon ad compel Meri to 
the Frofeſſion of the Goſpel, by Methods of S-- 
uerity; or 10 drive them the! Commubicn of 
any — —2— by Fire and Sword, by 
GOO] is a Principle fit 0n- 
ly to be — thoſs:\who can perſuade 
themlelves, that the h oxteral Profeſſion of 
OOO is a ſufficient Title to 2 

2 


8 *** 


* * Ss * - 5 & 9 - 
_ q rere 9 8 0 
— ” 0 N * 
= 1 
4 


bx mf 


r tliat —— ander is: Tn chan to to 2 


be vii Members of cheir Church. 1 7c 
But our Lord has given us| quite: differefit In- 
iruiong, both by his Precapts ant Example. 
Tho all Pow i Heaven nud Earth were i- 
ven kim, and the Force of the whole Creation, 
had he thought fit to dſe it, were at his Com- 
mand; yet he did nat endeavout to enlutge his 
Kingdom by external Violence and Cmpulſion; 
nor eſtabliſh that Religion, : which was intended 
to ſur Men's tt IG Defiraien 'of er 
that oppoſed it. ni Et 


And S that i it eee whilt 


Sti: Bau! 7: m undeta fulſe Perſuaſion, and ated: 

Zeil, that he-bicath'd: forth no- 
Mig 8e but N and Slaughter againſt the 
Chriſtians; and endeavout᷑ d, by Methods bf Cru- 
elty, to bring them over to what he himſelf 
was perſuaded, ag the true Religion.) When he 


was; kecancitd-4o Qnriſtianit y and :acq 


uainted 
with the Temper and Deſign of it; how f. 
did he diſmiſs his furious and — Fircogh Prin- 
ciples, and betake himſelf to more rational 40 hu- 
man; Methods of gaining Men over to tlie Faith > 


He yvssſenſihle theReligion he now entertain'd, 


did neither encourage r approve of Perſecution 
forthe EQabliſhmentafi it: And that however ex- 


ternal Violence miglit fill the Houſe of God with 
Hypocrites = * could never increaſe the Sub- 


ee dom; or add to the 
um 


dep of Rue and ree/Beli ers. And there- 
fac he adarels' d himſelf to thoſe whom he would 


E a 15 Tecon- 
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asd to the Goſpel, by all ſuch Arguments 
as carried along with them the Marks of 2 diſin- 
tereſted good Nature; and expreſs d a moſt com- 
paſſionate Concern for, and ſhewed the moſt en- 
dearingCondeſcenſion, to the Infirmities of allMen. 
To the weak be became as weak, that be migbe gain 
the weak. And was made all things to all men, 
if by any means be might gain ſome, x Cor. g. 22. 
And in Imitation of theſe great Examples, it 
has been the Wiſdom of thoſ of the Eſtabliſhed 
Church, to recommend it ſelf to the Reaſon and 
Aﬀe&ions of Mankind, by a Charity N 
kable as is the Purity of r 8 4 to 


ones in Pres or ery ak, Gag 1 85 
eee their Juds 
and enlighten their Und 
thoſe which are able to make — 
wife to Salvation. © | 
Ward, — T Li —— 2 th 
eterna us, man 
other Nations are under the Preſſires 
of Popiſh Governments ; and are d under 
theſevereſt Penalties, to ſubleribe ſuch 
bers,” as will even endanger their Salvation bere- 
2 If it gives us the Advantage above them, 
we are in olle fon of that Fetch, whith was 
once delivered to the 5 wk e 
8 and debas'd, 2 Additions, 
render d the 0 Sores wot 


wer and uneeri to them; 
9 Cer- 


WI 


— ad Wn d 
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_.Certainly the; Senſe of this Privilege ſhould. 
highl 9 and endear to us the preſent . 
abliſhment we are under; it ſhould excite us 
to perform all that Homage and Service to thoſe 
good Princes, by whoſe. Countenance and Autho- 
rity, the Ra ba our Statutes is preſerved. 
to us: ba firmly oblige us to return all that Ho- 
nour and Reſpe&, that is due to the Characterof 
thoſe Governors, by whoſe Adminiſtration ſuch 
incimay}e Bleſſings are deriv d upon us. 
And thus having given ſuch a general Account } 
of. the Statutes that are ſet. before us, as may ſeem 
ſufficient to oux preſent Deſign: I proceed. 
a In the Second Place _ 5 further 
N en has — upon r obey Thoſe! 
Sew" — depee has veſte 40 n Aach 12 over us, 
wee that C ivi nſtitution 
5 ety us with z nau he natural — — 
of thoſe Judgment he 5 eſtabliſh d amongſt us. 
And hre, gohId we ſet he fore us the Reaſohabſe- 
neſs and Equity, por, Which! every: Particular 
Lau which has eee by: the Willom of, 
out Nation, more eſpecially. i A, theſe latter Days, 
according to the Exigengies of our Government; 
and biete hem each ee eee 
3 nted ty tho d- 
Goody, 1; perſuade my 
ſelf ws might W a thatChargRer,tothem, 
which —— gaye'the, 2 5 Law, in — — 
— — ext, t 
appear to be our W. 95 75 ee Under 
in the ſight of the ations, w 


ich ſhould — al 


our 
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6 aur Statutes, and ſay, Surely, this great Nation 
is 4: wiſe:and ny People. 

But this being an 4 for the 
preſent Qceafon,; I'fhall — to ſet before 
You, ſuch general Remarks upon the Excellen 
of our Conſtitution, as are founded upon che. 
T wa ſolid Reaſons following: 

1 Hirt, Becauſe it inveſts thoſe that are ſet ovet 
us; wWitk ſuch Power and Greatneſs, as do effe- 
ally enable them to anſwer the Ends of their 

1 to perform the Office, for which 

—. ordained by God. And, 

[y;; Becauſe it does ſufficiently; wind 
—— — z and preſerve all the o- 

ther Givi-Riglits: of chole 
A it is neceſſary for every Form of Covern. 
ment whatſuever, to be under the Direction of 
Laws; and to have ſome knon Rules and Or- 
ders / e ſtadliſſd amongſt them: Sai is it as eſſen- 
tial to that: Society, that. there ſnould be n cont» 
F 
to e particular M 4t, to 
an Obſervance ue Rules, wherein the com- 
mon Intereſt and Happineſs do canſiſt. £9 = q 

-[*Tis:txrie zndeed;; the:Exerciſe: of this 

—— veſtedinſuch Perſons, as p — 
Hoa which they were intruſted with it; nor 


apply; —— the general Good of thoſe, for Thoſe 
Sake it was derived upon them. Falſe Notions of 
Power have too often an unhappy Aſcendant o- 
yer the ambitious; Temper pf Princes: And: have 
made them aizelvſt to ſet e po 1 


al = THEE" ba "Li EI nel 


* 


thats ate ſubject to it: 


3s the Protection of thoſe they govetii M. wg," - 
Ibis is cha Spirit, which has diffuſed it felf 
thro? all thoſe Kingdoms, where th : 


flache tad — — 
Jattioe and Ju and 
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"Th theSnond Place wivten the Livermnd L 
beer and preſerve all een Knef 


thoſe that axe ſubject to it. 
Sit) Mall 


. as the Pte 
— | Proper ex a Bule in 


22 ny Ting, tet 


na renee Font to fl Poo fl 
And ſhall empl employ/tho' Power committed to chem 


no otherwiſe thi*fotthe Publick Safety: When 
3 the Terms upon which 
live, and ſve the Bounds of ſet out 


fecur'd'to them: This is the Hi Pro- 
| ion Hama — — make for Ry 


Great and — Nation - 


chat Prince, whoſe Intereſt he perceives to be the 
fame with that of His on j and that nothing can 
offer: Violence to one, bur what muſt in Pro- 
* offend and injure the other??? 

With what Zex and Conoerm will they endea- 
vour his Greatneſs, who founds/ it only in the 
Hearts und Affections of his 
by  Effolts he derives upon 
FAdminifiration ? - 1/20! 8 

"if a breign Power, attempts the Trmval 

Nation thus —— how does it inſpire chem 
wi de tepel che Force? Te conlider, that 
their own Happineſs is involved in the Safety 
of tkeir Peder . Sword that 


be conti- 


How mature i it ie — 0 
Life and Fortunes for the Honour and Deſence of 


PT 
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Act ends the Rights ef the one; is the Seeit Pro- 
te gf the)Liberties:of che other. i 31IT5 1204 
If Prejudices, Diſappointments; or any ther 
ſigiſter Mativess . of its Member into 
the wiaſt unnatutah n raiterous 


Combinations egainſt>ity irh what Fervency of 
2 wilb they: ꝑtotect = 8 from tbe 


ne Ho nec 


h an impor- 
kant Ocgaſong Newry nee will be 
repiited highly; 5 — in nad Alle: 

glance e he ee r Gra- 
tintde aud Affection to ſuch a. Printe wilt heigh- 
tenid an iwipraved Þy> theikiReligious E 
Erda, nde that an 

inviolable Fidelity doi will e 6cÞftacoepta> 
ble Expreſſton of their;Qbedieace.tor Gf 
i And naue ey not we of this Nation aſcribe 
thele-great;Prtvideges to: gut on ſelves 2 And 
E Share — State 
echeen geſeriding, chan any othes Kingdom 

of Europe whathbeyerl? -in, bor νëQt nimo 7 
he Las of O uνẽ,tͤ , Dur Governors 
are poſſoſs d of — Auchority and Greatueſss, 
— Wile efigerit, Prince. enn reaſonably 


ith for g and in Imitation af the Diving pn 
gative it ſelf, they wadt ng ather PI but t 
neee eee 


Diga i eb word Fabi erf: ro oy 
945 The Power of thaSword be. fully lodg'd 
the Hands dt we have alli Sreurity that 
2 — * That 
abns tb 3 our 


w i 6 0 : 
. . = 


rc 


our Rulers will not be a Terror to Gaod Works, but 


only ta the Evil; and as the Solemnity of theſe 
Occaſions domonſtrates to us, will puniſſ and dif. 
courage no other Practices, but ſuch, as are de- 
ſtructive: of the Publick Good, and of pernicious 
Conſequence to the Happineſs of Human Societies. 
Juſtice is brought home to our Gates, and Judg :. 
ment diſpenſed through all our Cities. iſe. Men 
and underſtanding, and known among our Tribes, 
(to uſe the Expreſſions of Scripture, Cul. I. FB, 
c. ) are appointed Rulers, over us, to bear the 
Cauſes, beten our Bret hren, to judge righre- 
ouſly het ween every Man andi his Brother — the, 
Stranger that it tech u. (e i 1 
Thus is che whole Force of the Community en- 
gagedonthe Side of Innocence; and the Rights of 
the meaneſt amongſt us protected "hs En-. 
croachments of the mightieſtOppreſſors. Inſolence 
and [njuſtice-are-controuÞd by the: Authority of. 
aur Judges, adi way to the Power that 1s, 
veſted in them for our mutual Welfare and Defencg. 
Neitherate theſerivileges aſcertain d to — 4 
by the Natune of the Conſtitution we are under: 
but e of this Age have the higheſt Aſſurance q 
the-Coptirmation and Continuance of them. 
Tis our FHoppineſs to be bleſſed with ſuch N 
vereign now dn: the EFhrone, as might be truſte 
with the largeſt and moſt unlimited Prerogatives; 
ſiace we are morally certain, He would only appl 
them to the Publick Good, to the Puniſhment uf, 
Fail Doors, aud tothe Praiſe of them that do well. 
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I" Sifinerefted Concern for the 
Napf Mankind determin'd him mn 
e of his Sovereign Authority iu his Na- 


His generous 


deem g Inclination to u. 


ſtice, where — 6 Power was unteſtrain'd and 
as gave the World the moſt ſenſible Corviction, that 
the Equity of his Nature wis not to de corrupted 


8 of his 
| ower, | 
ei . — 


by thoſe Enemies who were ſet as Guards upon 
the Condutt of his Court and Family, he aſcended 
the Throne of theſe Kingdoms: And ever fince ' 


that auſpicious Day, by an exact and 
| n Regularity 


a uniform Exerciſe 
5 ———— 
of a Wiſe — — fully ac- 
compi our largeſt Hopes and Expectations, 
-and wen us the moſt ſolid Aſſurances of the Per- 
| n thoſs Pablick that can er- 
cite and" raiſe eur Defires;(1 vo 107 11 1 © F 
5 500 bo Recomemendari6n]to infiruate No- 
yonsof an Arbitrary and Unlimited Power, or to 
profefs'a Principle of fach an cit! Uncondi- 
Obedience, as has ſeldom fail'd to deſtroy 
& who have been ſedue d to rely upon it. 
„öde eee 5 ies have 
recommended to us, even by Majeſty it 
1 i his Greatneſs conſiſted only in the — 
of bis SubjcRs, and no part of his 
— 4 i thn of governing 


P 
*** = 


And now what can. be farther added, to-recom- 
mend and endear to us the happy Conſtitution 
we are /plac'd under? Or to nale our Affection 
and Eſteem for thoſe who are entruſted with the 
Adminiſtration of it? | 
What have we left to wiſh for, whoſe Religi- 
ous. and Civil Ell are preſerv d entire, and 
whoſe Laws are Eq and ImpartiallyAdmini- 
ſtred by thoſe that are . in Authority over us ? 

Certainly nothing can be wanting to compleat 
the Happineſs of ſuch a Nation, but to be under 
the immediate Care and Protection of Providence; 
but to be bleſs'd with uncommon Marks of the Bi- 
vine Favour, and to have the Lord, our God nigb 
unto 1 in all Things that we call upon him for & 
Let us therefore a ſhort View how far this 
Privilege of the Iſraelites is applicable to our Caſe, . 
and conſider what farther Obligations we are pla- 
ced under upon the Account of the Publick Blef- . 
ſings God has 2» vouchſuſed to this Nation. 

Were we to carry. our Thoughts, back. to the 
firſt Accounts of our Nation, we ſhould find our 
ſelves to have been bleſs d v ivy As > with the . 
glorious Light of the Goſpel if ſome Con- 

Ruresmay be rely d on, „iche lad their | 
Fach planted among us, even by the Labours of 
an Apoſtle. And when the Purity of it was loſt 
in that univerſal Barbariſm and Ignorance, which 
after ſome Ages had overſpread this WeſternWorld, 
by. what miraculous Steps did he Effect the Re- 
formation of it, and reinſtate us in the Poſſeſ- 
bon of the Pure and Undefil'd Religion? 5 


l 


D It 


, 
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It were eaſy to demonſtrate, by the ie und 
ſucceſſive. Diſpenſations of God to us, with What 
2:vifible\Interpolition of his Providence he hath 
owni4 us uf tins Nation for his pecutiarPeople ; 
and by recounting the Noble Acts he has done 
in our 'Favour, in the Times of our Forefathers, 
to he w that we are as much his Care and — 
ſure, as ever the Fews themſelves were, IEP 
Chriſtian Nation whatſoever. 

But the Words before us, feem an Wr 
manner to determine our Thoughts to the Con- 
ſideration of Bleſſings of a more modern Date ; ar 
thoſe with which-God has favour d the 
our ſelves have liv'd in. Take did to rhy 


nd 
keepitby Sowt-diligently, left thouforgtt the 


which thine Eyot haue ſt Hen, . they pas 
from thy Heart all the Day e Arch rw but: 
teach them thy Sons, wy; 


- To deſcerid thetefore to Ps dn Times: How 
vilibly did hel make bart his Armin dur Behalf, 
when he rais d up our te Glorious Deliverer, to 
vindicate both our Religious: and Civil Rights, 
and to reſcue us from that Bondage which the 
Enemies of our Peate and Religion had 
rd Ter usd With whit àn uninterru ted 
raim of Succeſſes did he favour tlie ſucre 
HLeignꝰ ; What compleat and abſolute Victories did 
ht give our Forces, and thofe of our Allies, under 
the Command.of a Wife and Renowned Eaplifh 
General, to his own Immortal Praiſe, the ever- 
laſting Honour of our Nation, and to the | te 

| y 


Loſs and Reprbach that the chen common 
had ever before ſuſtain d in the Field? 2 
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"Ald" wm d an Infatuation as wonderful as 
were the Sure that were betray d by it, all the 
Fruits of a moſt Glorious War were given up by 
an Ignominious Peace, the Confederacy perfidi- 
ouſly Deſerted, and the Proteſtant Succeſſion re- 
ducedtothe moſt i imminent Danger, at the Death 
of her Iate Majeſty: In this aubiouð Situation of 
Affairs, the Providence of God took our Cauſe in 
a moſt peculfar anner into his on Hands, an 
moſt viſibly engaged in'the Defence of that Suc- 
ceſſion which he had appointed to fopport i it. The 


onee formidable Power, froth whence an Interrup- 


tion of our Happinefsmighthave been apprehend- 
ed, was at this em rb er Nei- 
ther Kis own Vigi whic before 
intent upon dur u, nor his Dependance 
upon any ſecret and inteſtine Enemies amongſt us, 
could deceive him itito/ an Oppofition of that 
Cauſe which God himfelF had eſpous d. 
The great Reputation of our Sovereign Abroad, 
and theUnanimity the Publick was init d with 
at the A n near and invaluable (and de 
hope we may now add) fo perpetual a Bleſſing, 
er = ter Him at that Time that peculiar» 
which' God promiſed the Taclites 
wh _—_ pry gving to take Poſſeſſion of the 


Land of Canaan, Dent. 2. 25. ' This Day will 


begin to put ebe read o thee,” ani the Feu: 7 
thee, upon 2 Nations i bas are under the 
Heaven, who'foball hear Report of thee, and ol 
tremble, and be in Anjniſh-becauſe of thee.” 
And indeed, happ oy 87 it been for this Nation, 
if the Impreſlioris A and Aren lid 
en 
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Arbitrary Proceeding i in his 


in thePreſenceo 


n d to the — conferr d u 


us; any we had demonſtrated our Duty equal to 


that eyen ſenjible e en of ee God: 
had ſtamp d upon him. 

But to —— — 1 od Diſgrace of 
thoſe engaged in it, we have ſeen a. moſt Unna- | 
tural Rebellion, rais'd againſt him, even without 
the Imputation of any 1 Inſtance of Illegal or 
Adminiſtration. We 
haye ſeen it endeavour d, to diſpoſſeſs a Prince of 
the moſt eſtabliſn d Character for Equity and 


Goodneſs, in Favpux of one, - who muſt of Neceſ- 
 fity have preſerv d that Sovereign Power by the 


oſt;Lawleſs, Lnbounded, Tyranny, which he 


ad acquired by Violence; and 
his Actions by no other Standard 
own! Vill. 
We have: heard; the Safety of the. Church. at- 
tempred, by giving it up into the Guardianſhip of 
it under the Protection of uch 
nf 6 a He as mult;think himſelf; under the moſt 
folemn, Obligations tat extirpate and deſtroy it. 
And all theſe Inconſiſteneies and Contradictions 
have been practiſed hy thoſe, who have given the 
moſt Sacred Þ Nero thei Duty nd Aenne 
e 
Guile, not puly d lnlincerity wo Man, but of the 
maſt. Frophane Irreverence to their Great Creator. 
But bleſſed be. the Name of t t God, who i 
nigh unto us in all, Things we.'call upon, him For, 
we have ſeen an End put to that infamous At. 
tempt, 1as-Glorious.ta our Soyercign,. as it was 
1 abe choſe who were 5 Oi: 


have: regulated 
that of his. 


A 
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cernid in it? God has deliver'd him in ſuch a 
diſtinguiſhing Manner from the Strivings of bis 
People; and lifted him up on high above them, that 
roſe up againſi him; that we have Encouragement 
to hope he will continue to be the Tower of Salua-- 
rien fo bis King 3 that be will fhew Mercy. bis 4. 


nainted, and to his Seed for evermore, 2 Sam. 22.5 1. 


And Ol that the Spirit of Rebellion, which has 


receiv d ſuch a ſenfibleRebuke from the Providence 
of God; had heen extinguiſh'd with our Thankſ- 
givings!; And a final Period had been put to that 
Abſurdeſt ofallGontradi&ions,theplacinga-Popiſh . 
Prince at the Head of This Proteſtant Kingdom! 
Bur che Effects of Reſentwent, Faction, and 
Party- Revenge, are too ſtrong to be laid aſide, 
tho” under the maſt ſenſible: Diſcouragements of 
Providence it ſelf. u Ble! FS 214} 4 
Rather than that Favaurite:Deſtgn fhall be de- 
ſpaired of, an- Invaſion: ſhall endeavour to Effect 
what could not ſucceed by a Rebellion: Even. 
Gothe andFandals; ho have not ſo much as the 
Remains of Liberty amongſt them in their own 
Cpuntrey,. ſhall be call'd over to the Maintenance 
and Defence of ours; and no doubt too for the 
Preſeruariom and Eſtabliſbment of the Church. 
Strange That the Spirit of Deluſion ſhou'd ſo 
far poſſeſs any Party amongſt us, as ta ver- rule 
even that natural Tendemeſs and Compaſſion | 
for our Countrey, that is ſo ſtrongly implanted, 
within us; and betray them into à Deſign of 
ſubverting ſuch an Eſtabliſhment, upon which, 
all chat is valuable in Life, all our own Concerns, 
and thoſe of Poſterity , ſeem fo entirely to 1 
7 dend: 


Au Aſſize'Sermon. 


rherPeople,” and 


tion to the 


pend: That any "Torfyiraty ſhould be ford, 


even in Defiance of the united Force of the whole 
Legiſlature, againſt which no human Power was 


ever know to prevail, no Revolutions in in the” 


State whatſoever to ſuccced. 7200 
But to leave Thoſe wie PE 


WI en 


det the Influence of ſuch Pernicious Prineiples, 


and vhoſe Fortunes are generally as deſherate as 
their Deſigns: Let us, who mean the true Inte- 
reſt of our Seitlewent bo in Church and 
State, conſidet zt ſuitable RefleRions the Do- 
drines I Rave deliver d do ſuggeſt to us. And, 
Firſt, H what T have del Wer'd he in Reality 
the, Wotds of Sobre ff and Truth; if the Flappi- 
neſs of Ou Nati 44A that of any 0. 
deen . us in 
all Things we have call'd u fer y This 
Reflection ſheuld inſpite us Min che eddieſt 


Zeal in ſu pporting tlie 1 * and Honour of our 


Seen ig and draw . Hetkecklonate Re- 
turns of Daty to Mint 48 m ay bear ſome Propor- 
Hecker Nees cer upen us. 
If we arernsd'tWatry Statidtrof Etminenee and 
dere aa Noting 
uita n&ofEoys v ne 
of Co ande rt 2p pen we. 
of dur Conduct nor are We hy ' tl — hat 
of Unconcernedheſg arid” Trait renee,'to die ) 


- or ' Weaken the” Cauſe weare ps, wh in. Neutra 


or Cotinpee ee pute us in "te Ane 


— — — 2 0 wha 


An Aſie Serum. 
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I we move in à lowet Sphere, and our Exam- 


ple lies more open to the Generality of our Fel- 
low Subjeds; here we are to demonſtrate hy the 
Regularity of our Behaviour in all Occaſions of 
Life, that our Altegiance is not determib'd by 
private Regards, but ſubſiſts independent upon 
the narrow Views of Employment and Favour 
from the Pririce. Nothing thort of this comes 
up to the Obedience Chriſtranity requires to be 
paid to bh Ordinante of Cod: Norcan we upon 
any other Terms diſcharge that ſoleinn Injuncti- 
on of the Apoſtle, of belop ſubject to the Pow- 
ers that are fet over us, for Conſcience ſake. = 
If we are placed in a = lower Station of 
Life, yet we cannot but be ſenſible, that the 
Protektion we receive from them, and the Dig- 
nity of their Office, db, by 'a Natural Equity, 
Demand an Eſteem proportionable to the Chara- 
der they ſuſtain, and the Benefits they derive 
upon 8... 2 104 TA | einde 11117 

856 chat whltet Whatever Circumſtances we can 
view our ſelves, we are ſtill obliged to endea- 
vour to remove =y Obſtructions that may tend 
to diſappoĩnt the Cate of our Governors, for the 
publick Gopd: We are to think with Neſpect, 
and fpeak With Decency, of their Perſons and Go- 
vernifient': To teſcue out Fellow - Subjects from 
thoſe Fenfeltſs Jealouhes arid Fears, and that Diſ- 
affect ion to the Royal Family, which have been 


mes into them, by the crafty Inſinuations of 


Thoſe that lie in wait to Deceive. In one word, 
The weigbty and flonificant Part of the Nation, 
(without whaſe Concurrence there could 87 
: 0 
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bound. their Souls to God, under the moſt ſolemn 
Engagements, and muſt expect his Favour upon 
no other Terms, but by be Accompliſhment of 
them z To aſſiſt and defi pads e King God has bleſs d 
us with, 0 44 oY of their Power, and to 
diſcloſe and make known all Conſpiracies , and trai- © 
terous Attempts, which thy fo ſhall know to be a- 
goin Him. And indeed They that have Virtue 
5720 en to interpret away the Force of ſuch 
a ſolemn, ſo plain and ex lick an Obligation, by 
any Calviltry of | the Jeſuits, muſt , tis to be 
fear'd, be but too well prepar'd to receive their 
whole Religion , and that Perſon whom we know 
would Re-eſtabliſh it amongſt us. But 
. Secondly, In order to e to our el 


our Poterity the Righteouſneſs of thoſe Statutes 


and Fudgments that are given us, under the 
Protection of His Majeſty and his Royal Family, 
which humanly ſpeaki ng, can be the only Sup- 
port of it: ' We thould ly cautious 
not to weaken. and perle e publick Manage- 
ment of Affairs, by any undutiful Suggeſtions 
againſt Thoſe, who are entruffed under our So- 


vereign, with the Adminiſtration of them; nor 
- ſhould think it any Diminution to the Bleſſings 


the Wiſdom and eſs of our Governots - 
rive upon us, becauſe they have not been effected 
by Methods of our own ; Projefting. All Go. 
vernments, like that Providence whoſe Appoint- 


ments they are, mult neceſſarily be ittended v with 
ſomething ; myſterious and inexplicable in the 
Langu o them: And therefore, ſo long as the 


Frame 
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Frame of our Conſtitution is preſerv'd entire, and 
her: Forendations nat put out of Courſe ;, we are 
Thankfully to receive the Bleſſings they convey, 
by what Hand ſoever they are adminiſter d to us. 
And indeed, if Men will be ſaved by no Me- 
thods, but Thoſe of their own chuſing, nor pro- 
teted, but by ſuch a Miniſtry as They Them- 


ſelves: ſhall appoint ;; there would ſoon be an 


End of all Regularity and Order; and the very 
Bands of Society would be utterly diſſolved. 
As in Reveal'd Religion, Thoſe who are perpe- 
tually object inſt the Evidence which God 
bas hou fit to confirm it with; and ate for in- 
ſifting upon peculiar Methods of Conviction (in- 
deed any other than thoſe God has thought pro- 
per to afford them) are ſeldom obſerv d to enter. 
tain the Principles of Religion with à hearty Be- 
lief; ſo Thoſe, who are for ſetting up Schemes 

of them own * determine * Allegiance 
acco AS own. Party or pinions pre- 
vail, — never be Faithful Subjects even to the 
Beſt of Kings. 1\ \ > A\ x nue Mn t N | a pal 

The ſame unreaſonable Humour that in the 
firſt, Caſe diſpoſes them to Infidelity in Religion, 
will, in the 167 Inſtance, incline them to.Dif- 
loyalty in the State n 

Laſih, and to Conclude: Since God has hi- 
therto been ſo nigb unto us in u Things which: 
we have call d upon him 4 and has already 
given us ſuch Earneſts of his k 


trey, and the Security of our Laws and Liberties 
under the Beſt. of Conſtitutions; let us Al ga- 


avour; as to pro- 
miſe an Eſtabliſhment to the Religion of our Coun- 


— — _ 
© % ® | - 


— 9 * theſe to our 

ng thoſe * _ 
Divihons; | which-refle& a Scand. — 
comer Dt —— Fanh';:ab®are the 
moſt viſible Obſtructions of the Proteſtunt Inte- 
reſto * We ſhould determime our Reſentments, as 
God himſelf has directed us; and conceive, no o- 
rk Enmities in our Breafts, but ſuch as ate 


II Open, whether Foreign or Do- 
weſtek es: And without Epbraim's any 
longer envyi tþ r Judab\svexing + 57 ane 
to be . eee ty flos to 
the Koala — abe Pbili iner, Iſa. = 13, 7 — 
All the jens which our Enemies 
Fay rn now fally.cxplain'd andrunfler- 
there can n no otller Debate * 
fore 0 but This or ſomethirig of like Im 
Whether our Roligiour aud Civil 44 5 ſhall be 
farc puer ſatt leu apo ng y nie undation of a 
62 Lot ti o Y, u nam flit the: 
— — Arbe at with 
much Glory and _ deliuer a 2 
Hands — — * ;" robo: n deter- 
wind by bir ts an utter Extir p 
ee e Urn 1 70 3! Allis 
We now are aſſur a, even ther ai. 
awioneſt be; Mr tke oDthe Church's not 
che Frater) Foriche'Seowiry: of che State und 
that the Rigbreouſne f f b Same and Fulge 
ment, is not Berg d when placed under the 
Protectium of a N Prince linde A og tim 
And now what! othet Deluſion ſhould ſeduce 
uvinto a/Difubiotrof * / whete-our Na. 
-£9H | tional 
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tional Intęreſts are the ſame 2 Why ſhould we 
make it any Queſtion, in a Cafe of ſuch Abſolute 
—— ty rh. 0 Prejudices and Reſent- 
ments to the, Impreſſions of mutual Love and 
Charity ;-andto cloſe up thoſe Breaches, which 
are tlie only Paſſage leſt our Enemies, through 
which they can approach to hurt us? 

Were we thus, like the City of Jeruſalem, at 
Unity within onr ſelves, what a Share might we 
not promiſe our own Nation in that Prophetick 
Benedi&ion of Ho e $3699 Mapp af 
tbou, O Iſreel'; Who ts like unto thæe, O People 
ſaved f the Lord, the Shield of ily Hely ; and 
who is the Sword bf thy Excei And-thint 
Entrvies ſhall. be found:'Liars unto the; und th 
ſhalt tread'wpon their high Place. 
Such a Temper would effectually ſtrengthen 
the Hands of our Government, fruſtrate the 
fabtileſtolpGnuations of our common Enemy, 
and give us a firm Paſſeſſion of -thofe invaluable 
Bleſſings, whirh God hath ſo. Bountifully bes 
ſtow'd, and Wonderfully preſerv'd to us. 


And indeed, if any particular Circumſtances 


ever invited a Nation to conſpire in one common 
Intereſt, We of this Kingdom have the greateſt 
Encouragement to do it. 


We are happy in ſuch a Succeſſion in the 


Royal Family, cas Mill 2 our Poſte- 
rity, the Bleſſings we our ſelves enjoy. And if 
we our ſelves do not depart from the Statutes and 
Fudgments, that are ſet before us, we have as. 
firm a Security, as any human Eſtabliſhment can 
be ſupported with, that They will be trank 

Triz's; | mit- 
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We, His Su 
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. Sons, and ane Som 2175 even to 
che remoteſt Generations; oil: GO ot 1 an 
— u „i uch 2 
Semſe of — 1 Thank neſs to the Di- 
vine Author of it, as mdy ſtill engage him to 
ſave His Anointed; ' and to hear Him from his 
Holy Heaven, with che ſaving Strength of his 
15 mw — pee — © may 

g C1 ate! wrong fully, 

2 Jall the ſecret 2 


be protected 
and the e e that. may be attempted 
—_— ee Ad A 
'-anproving; 1 
— and the Affections of His 2 | hält 
bfects under His moſt G GHoioos Pro- 
tection, do ſtill continue in the Poſſeſſion of our 


Religionsand Gril-Rights , and the Enjoyment 
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